Accurizing A Garand for JC Garand Matches

The first thing you look for is lock up. Is the action tight in the stock? Does it take some effort
to close the trigger guard?

If the answer to these questions are yes them you are extremely lucky and the rest of your
problems can be easily fixed.

The first thing you need to do is remove the lower handguard and put the rifle back in the
stock and lock in the trigger group. Look down inside at how you barrel fits inside the stock.

The barrel must NOT be touching the stock. On most CMP guns you will need to remove some
wood somewhere. The barrel should float from the receiver to the lower band. Wood touching
the barrel in this area will cause flyers and a different zero as the rifle warms up.

While you are at it make sure the OP rod is not touching the stock anywhere. Remove wood if
needed.

Now remove the rifle from the stock and put your lower handguard back on. The handguard
must not be making contact with the receiver enough that it is a really tight fit between the
receiver and lower band. There has to be a slight gap between the receiver and handguard. If
the handguard is too long and it puts any pressure on the receiver it will cause a huge
difference in zero from cold to hot.

The handguard should also float on the barrel. You should be able to run a piece of thin paper
between it and the barrel. Most of the time it is not only touching the barrel but putting a lot
of pressure on the barrel.

This also causes many zero and accuracy problems. Remove wood until only the retaining clip
touches the barrel.

Now comes the upper handguard. The most common problem that you find is the gas cylinder is
tight against the upper handguard. This is a MAJOR screw up that can cause as much as a foot
difference in your zero at only 100 yards from a cold rifle to a hot one. Combine this problem
with a too tight lower handguard and your 100 yard zero can move as much as 15 inches from
your first cold shot to your 20th round. This makes for poor shooting and any sort of long range
accuracy impossible.

There must be just a bit of clearance between the upper handguard and gas cylinder. The
handguard MUST have some slack in it. Some people can't stand the thought of this but you
must learn to accept it if you wish to keep the rifle JCG match legal. You can do a NM mod to
fix this but it is not too good for a field rifle.

After you get the wood correct expect to find that you now have a huge difference in your
zero. You would not believe just how flexible the Garand barrel is. Stock and handguard
problems can bend the barrel causing problems with your zero.

Do all of this right and make sure the OP rod is not touching anything it is not supposed to and
your Garand will become a much better shooter.



